
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News 

GAINESVILLE – Th e city of 
Gainesville will help fund a com-
ponent of the splash pad set to be 
built at B.P. Douglas Park. City 
Council members voted unani-
mously at the Tuesday, Dec. 22 
meeting to allow the construction 
of a splash pad and a monument 
and, in a separate item, to allo-
cate $40,000 in assigned funds 
to pay for a recirculation system 
for the water feature. Th e balance 
of funding for the park project 
which included a new playground 
and will feature a monument to 
honor Gainesville educator B.P. 
Douglas was derived via fund-
raising by Community Parks of 
Gainesville, Texas Inc.
 “Last time we discussed this 
council wanted me to go back and 
look at possibly installing a recir-
culating system with the [splash] 
pad because it would use a great 
amount of water and if we went 
to a recirculating system we could 
cut that to 400 or less gallons a 
day which not only saves money 
but also saves precious resources, 
especially here in Texas in the 
summer,” City Manager Barry 
Sullivan said. 
 He noted the recirculation 
system would prevent copious 
amounts of fresh water from en-
tering the sewerage system. He 

noted the system will cost ap-
proximately $36,000. “In the 
next item when we look at a bud-
get amendment, [we] actually put 
$40,000 in because you always 
fi nd little things like having to 
put a little bit more electricity in 
or do something else.”
 “Another benefi t is we can 
go from a two-inch meter to a 
¾-inch meter,” he said. “So there 

are lots of benefi ts…It’s well 
worth it to us, up front, putting 
something into the capital to save 
us on maintenance down the road 
and this might allow us, when we 
get into some more drought-type 
conditions, to be able to keep 
[the splash pad] running longer 
because… at a certain time, you 
know, you have to shut it down 
but if you know you’re just put-

ting 18,000 gallons a day down 
the drain during a drought you 
have to really cut that off  fast. 
Th is would also allow us to have 
more time during those rougher 
years to operate this facility.”
 Following an executive session, 
the council voted to authorize the 
mayor to amend the contract for 
employment for Sullivan. His

(Continued on Page 7)

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Cooke Coun-
ty will highlight its courthouse 
clock with the addition of LED 
lights to illuminate all four sides 
of the timepiece which sits atop 
the courthouse dome. Com-
missioners discussed and unani-
mously approved the approxi-
mately $2,700 item at the Dec. 
27, 2021 regular commissioners 
court meeting. 
 Commissioners fi rst contem-
plated changing from the present 
incandescent lighting system to 
LED lighting at a previous meet-
ing. Offi  cials planned to contact 
the Texas Historical Commission 
for approval to make the lighting 
changes for the clockface. THC 
has since approved the project. 
In addition to making the clock 
more visible at night, the LED 
lights can be programmed via 
an application to display custom 
light colors for holidays and cel-
ebrations.
 “I like the thought of being 
able to have diff erent colored 
lights for diff erent holidays and 
whatnot,” County Judge Steve 
Starnes said. Pct. 2 Commis-
sioner Jason Snuggs added one 
can currently see the clock from 
just two sides. Th e clock face is in 
the dark on the other two sides, 
Snuggs said.
 Money has not been earmarked 
for the project but will be derived 
from maintenance funds. A later 

budget amendment can reim-
burse the maintenance depart-
ment for the funds it expended.
 In other matters, Cooke 
County Clerk Pam Harrison an-
nounced a free property fraud 
alert service for county residents. 
Th e service is designed to alert 
property owners in the event 
someone illegally records a fraud-
ulent document at the county 
clerk’s offi  ce making it look as 

if the fraudster owns property 
which belongs to someone else.
 “I just want to inform the 
public what this is,” Harrison 
said. “It’s basically a free, online 
service you can sign up for that 
will send you a notice or an alert 
if anything is fi led in the county 
clerk’s offi  ce under your name. 
It’s easy to sign up, you just go to 
the county clerk website.”
 For information visit www.

propertyfraudalert.com, call the 
Property Fraud Alert hotline 
at (800) 728-3858 or call the 
Cooke County Clerk’s offi  ce at 
(940) 668-5437.
 Th e commissioners also ap-
proved the treasurer’s monthly 
report.
 Next, the commissioners 
opened and closed a public hear-
ing and then voted unanimously 
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Clock to Get New Lighting
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Pad; Council Approves City 
Manager Salary Increase

King
Around
Town

by Grice King

 “May your 2022 be beautiful 
and bright!” Th at’s my thoughts 
on bringing in the new year. 
It is always an optimistic time 
where you hope for a wonder-
ful next 12 months and try to 
imagine all the great fun that 
will transpire along the journey. 
As I have gotten older, I truly 
have started appreciating the 
yearly trek more than when I 
was younger. Kids and the de-
velopments that can occur in 
each year have tempered my im-
petuous spirit. Th is year we will 
have two fi rst time drivers in our 
household. While that chills me 
to my core, it is a positive sign 
of evolution that our two teen-
agers are growing up and getting 
primed to take on the world! So 
many fun things can happy dur-
ing the year and I sincerely hope 
your 2022 has loads of fun in 
store. Can’t wait to see what lies 
on the horizon for us all. Happy 
2022 everyone!!!

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Cara Lavender, Aging Ser-
vices Department Director of 
Texoma Council of Govern-
ments (TCOG) announced the 
Area Agency on Aging (AAA) 
Texoma, TCOG and Hot 107.3 
have partnered together to pres-
ent “Warming Up Texoma,” a 
drive for the Texoma region. 
Th e distribution drive-through 
event will be held in the park-
ing lot at TCOG, 1117 Gal-
lagher Drive in Sherman, on 
January 10, 2022. Distribution 
will begin at 12:00 pm and end 
at 2:00 pm.
 Anyone wishing to donate 
items for this event should 
bring their donation to TCOG 
prior to January 7, 2022. Heat-
ers will be handed out to those 
who have reserved one. Alterna-
tive arrangements may be made 
if you are unable to attend the 
scheduled drive-through event.
 To be placed on our space 
heater reservation list, please 
contact (903) 813-2161 ext. 
3596.

Construction Underway -  Workers apply asphalt to the roof of the Cooke County court-
house. The project is designed to seal the roof and prevent leaks in the historic downtown 
building.                                                                         (The Weekly News Photo) 

Bell Choir Presents Holiday Favorites - Members of First United Methodist Church bell choir 
performed a Christmas concert last week at the Cooke County courthouse. Their audience in-
cluded county offi cials and staff from various courthouse offi ces.             (The Weekly News Photo)  
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United Way Now Accepting 
Agency Grant Applications
COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e Cooke County Unit-
ed Way (CCUW), a local-
ly incorporated non-profi t 
organization, is opening 
applications to distribute 
campaign dollars support-
ing dozens of health- and 
human-service certifi ed 
agencies and programs ad-
dressing community needs 
365 days a year.  
 For funding oppor-
tunities, please visit the 
webpage, https://www.
cookeuw.org/funding-op-
portunities. 
 Th e application link will 
be open starting on Janu-
ary 4, 2022 and closes on 
February 11, 2022. Th e 
Cooke County United 
Way Allocation Commit-
tee reviews all applications 
and will schedule agency 
tours and allocation inter-
views once applications are 
submitted. An application 
is required annually for 
current Partner Agencies. 
Th e deadline is 5:00 PM 
on February 11, 2022.  
 Organization must op-
erate or provide services 
within Cooke County, 
Texas. Organization must 
be a 501(c)3 non-profi t 
health and human service 
organization. Th ey must 

be incorporated and char-
tered within the State of 
Texas, as a not-for-profi t 
organization and be func-
tioning for a minimum of 
3 years as not-for-profi t, 
health and human services 
organization or part of 
such an organization, and 
render charitable, philan-
thropic, health, character-
building, or social welfare 
services for the benefi t or 
residents of Cooke Coun-
ty.  Th e three-year re-
quirement may be waived 
by the CCUW Board of 
Directors. Organization 
must operate under writ-
ten Articles of Incorpora-
tions and By-laws or other 
written documents or stat-
utes that defi ne the appli-
cant’s purposes, member-
ship, management, and 
operation. Organizations 
must comply with all reg-
ulations of the state, coun-
ty and federal government 
pertaining to proper li-
censing, health and safety 
requirements and operate 
within the State of Texas 
and certify they comply 
with the USA Patriot Act 
and other counterterror-
ism laws (form provided as 
a upload within the online 
application process). Or-

ganization must operate 
on a non-discriminatory 
basis in employment, re-
cruitment of volunteers 
and delivery of services. 
Th ey must demonstrate 
eff ective program perfor-
mance and fi nancial re-
sponsibility and account-
ability. 
 All new and returning 
applicants are required to 
provide a copy of the most 
recent IRS 501c(3) deter-
mination letter, a copy of 
the letter indicating that 
the applicant is organized 
for charitable purposes un-
der the Texas Non-Profi t 
Corporation Act, a copy of 
current fi scal budget and/
or program budget, a copy 
of the most recent fi nancial 
review for a period ending 
not more than 18 months 
prior to January of the 
year in which the applica-
tion is made, and a copy of 
the most recent IRS Form 
990 for a period ending 
not more than 18 months 
prior to January of the year 
in which the application is 
made per the following and 
must cover the same period 
of time as that of the fi nan-
cial review required above. 
 ORGANIZ ATIONS 
THAT ARE NOT ELI-

GIBLE FOR FUNDING 
are those whose services/
programs address a prob-
lem that is so complex and 
extensive that United Way 
resources will have little or 
no impact on solving the 
problem, organizations 
whose services/programs 
are tax-supported formal 
education, organizations 
whose service/programs 
are designed to promote or 
support a specifi c religious 
persuasion and/or human 
services program which 
require, as a condition of 
receiving the service, that 
the client belongs to or ac-
tively participated in a spe-
cifi c religion or religious 
activity, and organizations 
whose services/programs 
are of a political nature. 
 Please contact the 
Cooke County United 
Way at 940-665-1793 
or info@cookeuw.org for 
more information. 

COOKE COUNTY – 
The following applica-
tions for marriage were 
received by the Cooke 
County Clerk’s Office.
 Brett James Murphy, 
21, Norwood, New 
York and Shaylee Raquel 
Bower, 19, Gainesville.
 Frank Lionel Colmen-
ero, 38, Gainesville and 
Kaitlin Marley Taylor, 
34, Gainesville.
 Breck Dean Nibarger, 

45, Gainesville and Col-
lin Suzette Walker, 38, 
Gainesville.
 Austin Patrick Schully, 
23, Lindsay and Camp-
bell Renee Williams, 22, 
Lindsay.
 Cameron Taylor Rob-
ertson, 34, Lewisville 
and Caroline Claire Di-
eter, 27, Lewisville.
 Joshua Ryan Briggs, 
23, Argyle and Lauren 
Ashley Gibson, 24, Ar-

gyle.
 Clay Garrett Mitch-
ell, 22, Lake Kiowa and 
Krissie Dawn Phillips, 
18, Sulpher, Okla.
 Brandon James Chan-
cellor, 24, Gainesville 
and Elizabeth Ann 
Blessing, 24, Gaines-
ville.
 Michael Alan John-
son, 51, Whitesboro and 
Jennifer Nicole Crisp, 
43, Whitesboro.

Marriage License
Requests Received



Vannis Wilbanks
Redman, DVM

Services
Vannis “Van” Wilbanks 

Redman passed peacefully at 
home on Christmas morn-
ing. After a private burial, 
a memorial service will be 
held at 2:00 in the after-
noon Tuesday, December 
28th at St. Andrew Presby-
terian Church, 300 West 
Oak Street, Denton, Tex-
as.  Th e service will also be 
livestreamed at www.stan-
drewdenton.com/memorial-
service.
History

Van was born May 27th, 
1935 in Bowie, Texas and 
grew up in Saint Jo, Texas 
where his interest in veteri-
nary medicine began with 
his experiences showing at 
the Fort Worth Stock Show, 
played center on the high 
school football team and 
was a proud Eagle Scout.
 He attended Texas A&M 
University where he was in 
the Corps of Cadets, Squad-
ron 17, a member of Phi 
Zeta (veterinary honor soci-
ety) and earned a Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine.   
 Upon graduation, he 
served two years in the U. 
S. Air Force at James Con-
nally Air Force Base in 
Waco, Texas; it was here 
that he brought his bride in 
1960.  He was honorably 
discharged with the rank of 
Captain.
 In 1962, they moved to 
Gainesville, Texas where he 
began practicing veterinary 
medicine and they settled 
in Denton a few years later 
where he had an active small 
animal practice until 1999. 
 Professionally, he was a 
member of the American 
Veterinary Medical Asso-
ciation, Texas Veterinary 
Medical Association and 
was active in the business 
community.  He was also a 
member of the Texas A&M 
Association of Former Stu-
dents, Texas Trophy Hunt-
ers Association, and the Dal-
las Safari Club.  He was a 
member of St. Andrew Pres-

byterian Church in Denton 
and upon moving to Dallas, 
Highland Park Presbyterian 
Church.  Upon retirement, 
he spent much of his time 
at our Angel Valley Ranch 
where he focused on the res-
toration and enhancement 
of the wildlife habitat.  Most 
recently, he became a holder 
of a 60 year pin as a Master 
Mason and member of Saint 
Jo 483 and was a member of 
the Scottish Rite.
 Daddy was the very best 
of what makes a father a 
daddy - he was active in In-
dian Princesses, coached the 
undefeated 1981 Frank Bor-
man Dad’s Pitch baseball 
team, and the not as suc-
cessful Austin Baker Sales 
softball team.  He ended 
his large animal practice at 
this busy time in my life so 
he could make every game, 
dance and piano recitals, 
and cotillion.  
 Daddy was an avid out-
doorsman and was known 
as Th e General at his hunt-
ing leases the Rose Ranch, 
the Ross Ranch and at Th e 
Webb County Chicken 
Fried Steak and Cream Gra-
vy Association (the Laredo 
hunting lease).  
 He moved in with me 
upon Momma’s death in 
2015 and he enjoyed being 
in Dallas where he was able 
to spend time with his Class 
of 1957 Aggie buddies, my 
friends, making it to the 
annual Texas A&M versus 
Arkansas game at AT&T 
Stadium and I shall cherish 
this time we had together al-
ways.
Survivors
 He was preceded in death 
by his parents and beauti-
ful wife of fi fty-fi ve years, 
Lu Ann Browning Redman.  
He is survived by his devot-
ed daughter, Vanessa Red-
man, of Dallas, Texas; sister 
and brother-in-law, Taff y 
and Curtis Cameron, Fred-
ericksburg, Texas; brother 
and sister-in-law, William 
and Sue Redman, Mertzon, 
Texas; nieces Kalen Sledge 
and Cyrena Benson, San 
Antonio, Texas; nephews; 
Charles Redman, Fort 
Worth, Texas and James 
Redman, Mertzon, Texas; 
godson, Mitch Hanson, Ar-
lington and goddaughter, 
Lee Hanson Bell, Houston, 
Texas; Suzanne Lynch, Au-
brey, Texas who means the 
world to our family and 
the very best group of fi ne 
sportsmen and Aggie friends 
a man could hope for and 
his incorrigible Corgi, Pop-
py.

 Vanessa would like to say 
a very special thank you 
to the caregivers who have 
been with him since 2004, 
especially, Dave Robinson, 
Rhonda Evans, Mehret 
Abraham and Mary Jones.  
Your care and compassion 
for Daddy was steadfast and 
very much appreciated as 
you enriched his life with 
your care, love, and patience 
for westerns and Texas Ag-
gie football.  God blessed us 
greatly with you in our lives.
Donations

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
Texas Aggie Corps of Cadets 
Association (https://corp-
sofcadets.org), to the L. Ray 
Lawson, MD, International 
Pediatric Spine Fellowship 
at Texas Scottish Rite Hos-
pital for Children (https://
scottishriteforchildren.org.) 
or to the charity of your 
choice.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Cecile Maxine Scott

Services
Cecile Maxine Scott, 81, 

of Gainesville, Texas passed 
away on December 19, 
2021. Rosary will be held 
on Tuesday, December 28, 
2021, at 6:00 pm at Meador 
Funeral Home Chapel, 
1204 E. California Street, 
Gainesville, Texas, followed 
by visitation until 8:00 pm.  
Funeral service will be held 
on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, 2021, at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church at 11:00 
am, followed by interment 
at Fairview Cemetery.
 Th e family request the 
wearing of masks and social 
distancing practiced.
History
 She was born on June 
29, 1940, to Cecil Porter 
Orr and Magnolia Maxine 
(Hamilton) Orr in Oklaho-
ma.  Maxine attended Fred 
Moore High School and 
North Texas State Univer-
sity.  She was employed by 
YMCA as Offi  ce Manager 
for over 20 years.  Maxine 

was a member of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Gaines-
ville, Texas.
Survivors
 Maxine is survived by her 
son, Charles L. Scott of Ar-
lington, Texas and daughter, 
Catherine Whitley of Waco, 
Texas.  She was preceded 
in death by her father, Ce-
cil Porter Orr and mother, 
Magnolia Maxine Orr,  and 
brother, James Orr.

Bettie Anne Clark
 
Services
 Bettie Anne Clark, 73, 
of Gainesville, TX, passed 
away Th ursday, December 
23, 2021 in the comfort 
of her home. Funeral ser-
vices will be held at First 
Presbyterian Church in 
Gainesville on Wednes-
day, December 29, 2021, 
at 2:00 P.M. with inter-
ment following at Fair-
view Cemetery. Visitation 
will be held at Geo. J. Car-
roll & Son Funeral Home 
in Gainesville on Tuesday, 
December 28, 2021, from 
6:00 to 8:00 P.M.
 Serving as pallbear-
ers are: Michael Sanchez, 
Sammy Ponce, Edgar 
Ramirez, Mark Gage 
Clark, Brian Englebright, 
and Austin Sparks. Hon-
orary pallbearers are: 
Charles Brown and Justin 
Sparks.
History
 Bettie was born No-
vember 19, 1948, in Ke-
nefi c, Oklahoma to Dar-
vis Leonard and Ima Ray 
(Duree) Bowles. In 1964, 
the Bowles family moved 
to Gainesville, TX. Bettie 

worked for Brown Motor 
Company as an accoun-
tant for 42 years retiring 
in 2016. 
 On August 5, 1976, she 
married the love of her 
life, Hugh Th omas “Tom-
my” Clark. Th ey loved 
to travel and spend time 
with family. Th ey were 
also active members of the 
First Presbyterian Church. 
Bettie sang in the church 
choir and Cooke County 
Chorale for many years. 
 In 2001, Tommy and 
Bettie became guardians 
of their grandsons, Cale 
and Conner Kennedy. 
Th is allowed Bettie to ex-
perience motherhood and 
pass her knowledge and 
wisdom to her grandsons. 
 Bettie was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Darvis and Ima Bowles; 
husband, Tommy Clark; 
step-daughter, Dainah 
Clark; nephew, David 
Bowles; nephew, Michael 
Bowles; niece, Tarjia Bea-
ver; nephew, Joe Beaver; 
great-niece, Victoria Ken-
nedy; and great-nephew, 
Ethan Matthews. 
Survivors
 Survivors include step-
daughter, Connie Kull-
man and husband, Bruce 
of Albuquerque, NM; 
grandsons, Cale and Con-
ner Kennedy of Gaines-
ville, TX; brother, Mu-
ford “Lee” Bowles and 
wife, Jun of Pottsboro, 
TX; sister, Margie Mat-
thews of Gainesville, TX; 
sister, Th elma Smith and 
husband, Mark of Gaines-
ville, TX; sister, Barbara 
Bryant and husband, 
Larry of Valley View, TX; 
sister, Peggy Hamilton 
of Whitesboro, TX; and 
many nephews, nieces and 
friends, especially Diana 
Eichenberger. 
Donations

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to First 
Presbyterian Church of 
Gainesville, TX.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcar-
roll.com.

Edwin Demps Knight

Services
 Edwin Demps Knight, 
88, of Era, passed away De-
cember 25, 2021 in Gaines-
ville. Th e family will receive 
friends from 4:30 to 6:30 
P.M. on Sunday, January 2, 
2021, at Geo. J. Carroll & 
Son Funeral Home.  Th e 
funeral service will begin 
at 2:00 P.M. on Monday, 
January 3, 2022 at Era First 
Baptist Church with Rev. 
Brad Layton and Rev. Larry 
Wright offi  ciating.  Inter-
ment will follow at Era 
Cemetery.  Mr. Knight’s 
grandsons will be serving as 
pallbearers.
History
 Demps was born April 
26, 1933 in Gainesville, 
TX.  He served in the U.S. 
Air Force for four years.  He 
married Norma Ann Ing-
lish on January 28, 1961 in 
Gainesville.  His fi rst occu-
pation was as an Air Traffi  c 
Controller, retiring after a 
30-year career.  His second 
career was as a farmer/ranch-
er and he loved all things 
agriculture.  He enjoyed 
serving as a Director for the 
Cooke County Farm Bureau 
for many years.  He was also 
a member of Era Masonic 
Lodge and a member of Era 
Methodist Church.  Demps 
loved any kind of game, es-
pecially Dominos and play-
ing “42”.  He enjoyed trav-
eling, reading, and music.  
Most of all, he treasured the 
time he spent with family 
and friends.
 Mr. Knight was pre-
ceded in death by: parents

(Continued on Page 9)
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Obituaries

CALLISBURG - Cal-
lisburg ISD will be host-
ing a meeting on January 
5, 2022, at Callisburg 
Middle/High School, be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. to 
discuss the current condi-
tions of all school facilities 
and possible future needs 
of the district.  Th e dis-
trict has conducted both 
an instructional facilities 
assessment of all current 
school buildings and fa-
cilities and a demographic 
study to project student 

enrollment over the next 
ten years. 
 Th e fi ndings of these two 
studies will be presented.  
Additional information 
included in the meeting 
concerns the survey results 
of the faculty and staff  at 
Callisburg ISD.  A time 
for questions and answers 
will occur at the end of the 
presentation.  In addition, 
the audience will be asked 
to complete a short survey 
form.  Th ese survey results 
will be added to previous 

results from the faculty and 
staff  of the district to iden-
tify the top priorities for 
the district over the next 
several years.  Superinten-
dent Donald L. Metzler 
and the professional staff  
form Eikon Consulting 
Group will be the present-
ers. 
 Prior to the meeting, 
questions and/or com-
ments may be emailed to 
Mr. Metzler at dmetzler@
cisdtx.net.  He may also be 
reached at 940-665-0540.

Final Callisburg 
ISD Long Range 
Planning Meeting
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Opinions
Patrick J. Buchanan

Has America Lost Its Faith?

By Patrick J. Buchanan

 Here we are on the eve of 
Christmas, that day of joy 
set aside for celebrating the 
birth of Christ who came 
down to earth 2,000 years 
ago to show mankind the 
way to eternal salvation.
 Yet, the present mood 
of America at Christmas 
2021 seems better cap-
tured by Jimmy Carter in 
his “malaise speech” in July 
of 1979, several days be-
fore he cashiered half of his 
Cabinet.
 “Th e threat” to America, 
said Carter, “is a crisis of 
confi dence. It is a crisis that 
strikes at the very heart and 
soul and spirit of our na-
tional will. We can see this 
crisis in the growing doubt 
about the meaning of our 
own lives and in the loss of 
a unity of purpose for our 
nation.”
 Carter’s speech, refl ect-
ing the mood of the na-
tion, was initially well re-
ceived. But when his dirge 
became contrasted with the 
optimism about America of 
Ronald Reagan, Carter was 
sent packing. He lost 44 

states.
 Th e malaise speech came 
to mind while perusing 
the latest polls about how 
Americans feel about the 
institutions and the indi-
viduals who are directing 
the course of the world’s 
greatest democratic repub-
lic.
 Of President Joe Biden’s 
performance, the Econo-
mist, Politico and Rasmus-
sen are all posting approval 
ratings, not yet a year into 
Biden’s term, that have 
sunk to 43 and 42%.
 While nearly half of 
Americans approved of the 
job the Supreme Court was 
doing last July, Gallup fi nds 
that that fi gure has now 
plunged to an all-time low 
for the high court of 40%.
 How many Americans 
approve of the job Con-
gress is doing? 
 One in seven Americans, 
14%. Two out of every 
three Americans, 63%, dis-
approve of Congress’s per-
formance, a 49-point gap.
 Is America on the “right 
track” under the new ad-
ministration? 
 According to the Econo-
mist and Politico polls, 
63% of the nation an-
swers, “No.” In the Econo-
mist poll, only one in four 
Americans, 26%, said their 
country was on the right 
track.
 Th ese polls raise some 
fundamental follow-on 
questions: 
 How long can a democ-
racy endure if it continues 
to generate such sweeping 
rejection from the people 

in whose name it purports 
to act? 
 How long before the 
American people, who 
consistently show a lack of 
confi dence in the popular 
branch of government and 
in the course in which it is 
steering the nation, begin 
to lose confi dence in the 
democratic system itself?
 If democracy is continu-
ously perceived as failing, 
can it survive?
 Clearly, among the rea-
sons for our present divi-
sion and national malaise is 
that we have lost the great 
animating cause earlier 
generations had: the Cold 
War. 
 Americans have found 
no substitute cause to re-
place the Cold War and 
no substitute adversary like 
the late Soviet Empire.
 George H.W. Bush’s 
“New World Order” excit-
ed only the elites. George 
W. Bush’s crusade for de-
mocracy did not survive 
the Afghan and Iraq for-
ever wars he launched in its 
name. 
 Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken’s “rules-based or-
der” will suff er the same 
fate.
 And even as we are los-
ing faith in the democratic 
institutions and individuals 
who run them, Americans 
seem, too, to be losing faith 
in the faith of their fathers 
as well.
 Woodrow Wilson, in his 
campaign for president, de-
clared: 
 “America was born a 
Christian nation. America 

was born to exemplify that 
devotion to the tenets of 
righteousness which are de-
rived from the revelations 
of Holy Scripture.”
 Harry Truman wrote 
to Pope Pius XII in 1947, 
“Th is is a Christian na-
tion.” He did not mean 
we had an offi  cial religion 
or established church. He 
meant what he said to a 
conference of attorneys 
general in 1950: 
 “Th e fundamental basis 
of this nation’s law was giv-
en to Moses on the Mount. 
Th e fundamental basis of 
our Bill of Rights comes 
from the teachings which 
we get from Exodus and 
St. Matthew, from Isaiah 
and St. Paul. ... If we don’t 
have the proper fundamen-
tal moral background, we 
will fi nally wind up with 
a totalitarian government 
which does not believe in 
rights for anybody except 

the State.”
 What Truman was saying 
was consistent with what 
Th omas Jeff erson was say-
ing when he wrote:
 “We hold these truths to 
be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalien-
able Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and 
the pursuit of Happiness. -- 
Th at to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted 
among Men.” 
 On April 6, 2009, 
Barack Obama, speaking 
in Turkey, declared that the 
United States no longer re-
garded itself as a Christian 
nation: “Although we have 
a very large Christian pop-
ulation, we do not consider 
ourselves a Christian na-
tion.”
 But Obama’s assertion 
also raises a follow-up ques-
tion:

 If we were a Christian 
nation under Wilson and 
Truman, when exactly 
did America cease to be a 
Christian nation? 
 And is there a causal 
connection, a correlation 
between the loss of faith 
in Christianity among our 
people and the loss of faith 
in democracy? 
 And is the loss of faith in 
both reversible -- or inexo-
rable?
 Merry Christmas!
 Patrick J. Buchanan is 
the author of “Nixon’s 
White House Wars: Th e 
Battles Th at Made and 
Broke a President and Di-
vided America Forever.” 
To fi nd out more about 
Patrick Buchanan and read 
features by other Creators 
writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators website at 
www.creators.com.
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By Jamie Stiehm

WASHINGTON -- New 
York was full of kind 
strangers two weeks be-
fore Christmas, even as the 
omicron variant was com-
ing to town. 
 A police offi  cer in the 
14th Street subway saw 
me carrying two travel 
bags and without a word, 
swiped me in free with a 
smile. 
 Just moments earlier, I 
chatted with two outgoing 

young men at a juice bar. 
Th ey extolled the strong 
ginger shots and gulped 
them down as a daily ritu-
al. 
 “My treat,” one said. 
“Try it.” 
 “Next time,” I said, feel-
ing a buzzy jolt of Christ-
mas cheer, sorry I had to 
board the train back to the 
political wars in Washing-
ton. 
 As a journalist in the 
Capitol press gallery when 
the mob held Congress 
under siege on Jan. 6, I 
carried some scars on my 
shoulders the rest of the 
year. 
 Th e coup de grace came 
in the elevator in my col-
lege friend’s apartment 
building on Riverside Park. 
We were set to walk across 
Central Park that Sunday 
afternoon and go to the 
Metropolitan Museum of 
Art. 
 I was wearing my best 

coat, a London leopard 
print, trying not to look 
like a country cousin. An 
elegant woman, Maxine, 
in the elevator said she had 
a coat she thought would 
look good on me. 
 When we returned hours 
later, a beautiful coat was 
hanging on M’s doorknob. 
It fi t me perfectly. It was 
my Christmas coat. 
 What was in the air? 
A California friend said, 
“you radiate good karma.” 
Another said, “restorative 
kindness.” 
 Th e unbidden encoun-
ters might be just luck. 
But I don’t think so. What 
struck me was that none 
made much ado of be-
ing generous. Th ey just 
acted easily, as if it was to-
tally natural to befriend a 
stranger. 
 And it did me a world 
of good. No kidding, New 
York felt like a drink of 
cold well water after the 
Capitol’s parched clime. 
Th e high spirits of social 

democracy were at play. 
Th is was more like it, 
America. 
 Th e Capitol, which I fre-
quent on both House and 
Senate sides, now feels like 
an armed camp. Th ings 
were bad before Jan. 6, 
don’t get me wrong. But 
the near-misses of the vio-
lent marauders -- tens of 
thousands of them -- col-
ored the place with party 
fury, fear and frustration at 
record levels. 
 Th e second impeach-
ment trial of former Presi-
dent Donald Trump (for 
the Jan. 6 riot) sapped any 
bipartisan goodwill left to 
greet a new president.
 West Virginia Sen. Joe 
Manchin’s dramatic be-
trayal of President Joe 
Biden’s Build Back Bet-
ter social policy deal was 
the bitter end to the most 
bitter draft of American 
politics since the Civil War 
broke out. Th e rioters were 
Confederates. 
 Without fully knowing 

it, I carried a case of battle 
fatigue to New York. 
 It’s no secret that New 
Yorkers suff ered greatly 
during the pandemic’s fi rst 
wave in 2020. Many were 
confi ned indoors in small-
er spaces. Street life was all 
but dead. 
 Th e city came through 
it, sailing and shining. Th e 
lines into the Met fl ooded 
the steps. An Afro-futurist 
period room, co-curated by 
another college friend, was 
the rage. Th e neighbor-
hood diner was booming, 
with proof of vaccination 
required. Cheese blin-
tzes were the order of the 
day. Earlier, the Broadway 
church service bonded all 
kinds and made me teary 
for the year’s losses. 
 Did I see the last Decem-
ber dance before another 
long, hard winter? Nobody 
knows what’s next. We’re 
in an age of unpleasant sur-
prises. 
 What I do know: I was 
warmed by the kindness of 

others in New York. Th e 
city’s heart of gold may 
hide under a gruff  manner. 
But it’s there, perhaps soft-
ened by the social desert 
wrought by the coronavi-
rus. 
 One more count against 
Trump: His rude, brash 
hucksterism was often 
chalked up to being an 
iconic New York type. 
Nah. He’s a pariah in New 
York and hangs out in 
Florida, where the water’s 
warmer for his type.  
 New York’s humanity 
was on display in the days 
before Christmas. I’ve got 
the coat to prove it, catch-
ing the joy of living. 
 Jamie Stiehm writes on 
politics and history. She 
may be reached at Jami-
eStiehm.com To fi nd out 
more about Jamie Stiehm 
and other Creators Syndi-
cate columnists and car-
toonists, please visit Cre-
ators.com
 COPYRIGHT 2021 
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Jamie Stiehm

Th e Kindness of New Yorkers as Christmas Came Near

Editor’s note – Letters 
to the Editor refl ect only 
the opinion of the author 
and not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 I would like to thank all 
the wonderful people who 

attended the Hays House 
Museum tour Saturday, 
December 11th. 
 Th eir combined kind-
ness and generosity of do-
nations provided the Mor-
ton Museum – Downtown 
a substantial fi nancial gift.
 I appreciate the strong 
interest in Gainesville 
history and in the older 
homes.
 A blessed Holiday Sea-
son to all!

Rose Sicking
Gainesville

Letters to 
the Editor... The Weekly News

                   of Cooke County

Letter Policy
Th e Weekly News of Cooke County invites its readers to submit letters to the editor. Letters should include the 
author’s name, address and daytime phone number. No letter will be printed without confi rmation from the 
author. Letters should be brief and to-the-point. Lengthy letters may require condensing. Confi rmed letters will 
be printed as space allows. Letters that are not signed, contain personal attacks or ask that the author’s name be 
withheld will not be printed.
 Letters to the Editor will be printed without corrections of spelling or grammar. Inappropriate language will 
be removed. 
 Only one (1) letter will be published per month that are written by the same person.
 Published letters refl ect only the opinion of the author and not of Th e Weekly News of Cooke County. 

    Letters should be submitted to: 
      Th e Weekly News of Cooke County
      216 W. Pecan Street
      Gainesville, Texas 76240

or e-mail letters to:   Grice.King@Th eWeeklyNewsCC.com 



COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following sentences 
were issued for felony in-
dictments and fi led in the 
235th District Court.
  Romell Robert Carter, 
50, was convicted of the 
Nov. 12, 2019 third degree 
felony off ense of driving 
while intoxicated third or 
more and was sentenced to 
four years confi nement in a 
state jail facility plus resti-
tution and court costs.
 Michelle Walton Graf, 
41, was convicted on two 
counts for the April 7, 2020 
third degree felony off ense 
of assault on EMS person-
nel and was sentenced to 
four years suspended time, 
four years confi nement in a 
state jail facility, four years’ 
probation a $2,000 fi ne 
and court costs. 
 Mark Anthony Guerrero 
Jr., 40 was convicted of the 
March 9, 2020 third degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of marijuana less than fi ve 

pounds and was sentenced 
to seven years suspended 
time, seven years confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility, 
seven years’ probation and 
court costs. Guerrero was 
also convicted of the May 
14, 2021 state jail felony 
off ense of possession of 
marijuana less than four 
ounces and was sentenced 
to two years suspended 
time, two years confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility, 
fi ve years’ probation and 
court costs.
 Jesse Franco Martinez, 
25, was convicted of the 
Jan. 19, 2020 state jail fel-
ony off ense of possession 
of marijuana less than four 
ounces and was sentenced 
to three years suspended 
time, two years confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility, 
three years’ probation plus 
restitution and court costs.
 Mallory Jane Miller, 23, 
was convicted of the Oct. 
31, 2019 state jail felony 
off ense of theft of prop-
erty less than $30,000 and 
was sentenced to fi ve years 
suspended time, two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, fi ve years’ proba-
tion, a $50 fi ne and court 
costs.
 Michelle Pesina, 47, was 
convicted of the March 9, 
2020 third degree felony 
off ense of possession of 
marijuana less than fi ve 
pounds and was sentenced 
to fi ve years’ probation de-
ferred, a $25 fi ne and court 
costs.
 Darrius David Mitchell 
Brown, 20, was convicted 
of the Aug. 31, 2020 state 
jail felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram and was sentenced 
to three years suspended 
time, two years confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility, 
three years’ probation, a 
$500 fi ne plus restitution 
and court costs.
 Missy Crystal Fuqua, 34, 
was convicted of the Oct. 

15, 2020 third degree fel-
ony off ense of injury to an 
elderly individual and was 
sentenced to fi ve years’ pro-
bation deferred, a $1,000 
fi ne and court costs.
 Johnny Dylan West, 
25, was sentenced to two 
years’ probation deferred 
and court costs in connec-
tion with the July 2, 2021 
third degree felony off ense 
of assault family violence, 

impede breath/circulation.
 Ashley Lynn McAfee, 
31, was convicted of the 
Aug. 24, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and was 
sentenced to three months, 
28, days suspended time 
and one year, three months 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility.

 Nathaniel Elias Rodri-
guez, 18, was convicted 
of a lesser off ense in con-
nection with the July 30, 
2021 fi rst degree felony 
off ense of aggravated rob-
bery and was sentenced to 
10 years confi nement in a 
state jail facility and court 
costs. Rodriguez was also 
convicted of the Sept. 30, 
2021 state jail felony of-
fense of unauthorized use 

of a vehicle and was sen-
tenced to six years confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility 
and court costs.
 Jesse Joe Flinn, 34, 
was sentenced to three 
years’ probation deferred, 
a $1,000 fi ne and court 
costs in connection with 
the Oct. 15, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of unauthor-
ized use of a vehicle.
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Cooke County Sheriff  
Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following incidents were 
reported to the Cooke 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 Cris Reed Aston report-
ed theft of a petroleum 
product less than $10,000 
in the 2400 block of FM 
51.
 Sylvia Kay Chapman 
reported fraudulent use/
possession of identifying 
information against the 
elderly in the 100 block of 
County Road 167.
 Kenneth Aaron Kelley 

reported burglary of a hab-
itation in the 8300 block 
of FM 1201.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than one gram at FM 922 
and FM 2071.
 Jerry Don Hankins re-
ported fraudulent use/
possession of identifying 
information against the 
elderly in the 900 block of 
Kiowa Drive East.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of false statement 

to police/law enforcement 
offi  cer/corrections offi  cer 
in the 300 block of County 
Road 451.
 
 Arrest Log
 Carlos Cesar Roldan De 
La Rosa, 43, public intoxi-
cation-pedestrian.
 Am’resha Marie Frazier, 
32, failure to signal in 
single lane, driving while 
license invalid.
 Kenneth Wayne Davis, 
52, motion to proceed 
to adjudication-penalty 

group 1 under one gram.
 Darrel Wayne Murphy, 
41, tampering with physi-
cal evidence/failure to ap-
pear, possession of a con-
trolled substance/failure to 
appear.
 Michael Dale Campbell, 
Jr., 26, possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram-cocaine, tamper-
ing with evidence.
 Jose De Jesus Gonzalez 
Guzman, 39, credit card/
debit card abuse.

2 Entrances:
2301 Foundry Rd & 2100 N. I-35

940.665.2800

DEF RECYCLING

Buying ALL

Scrap Metal

Sell New &

Used Steel

NOW OPEN FOR TOURS
Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Respite Care

5 Star Rated Facility
by Medicare

Sentences Issued for 
Felony Indictments

940-668-8814
Free Inspections
Insured • Residential
Locally Owned & Operated

$25 Gift Certi  cate
to a Local Restaurant when you

Call us for a Free Roof Inspection!
- Limited Time Only -

Holiday Sights - North Central Texas College has 
a hay bale snowman among its seasonal offerings 
at the campus on California Street. The NCTC lights 
and displays have been up throughout December for 
holiday viewing.                    (The Weekly News Photo) 
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GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Blake Harlen McCoy re-
ported burglary of a habita-
tion in the 1500 block of 
Lanius Street. Missing was 
a toolbox and tools taken 
from an attached garage.
 Offi  cers investigated a 
report of a runaway in the 
700 block of North Cle-
ments Street.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
1000 block of North Grand 
Avenue.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
300 block of North Culber-
son Street.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of minor in posses-
sion of alcohol in the 100 
block of West California 
Street.
 Enighela Reann Symone 
Mackey reported theft of 
property in the 2600 block 
of East Highway 82.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of criminal mis-
chief in the 2000 block of 
North I-35.
 Kaitlyn Danielle Arendt 
reported burglary of a mo-
tor vehicle in the 800 block 
of North Morris Street.
 Cathy Lynn Kosark re-
ported fraudulent activity 
associated with her identity 
information in the 1400 
block of Gribble Street.
 Amy Chika Onugha re-
ported criminal mischief 
in the 800 block of North 
Clements Street.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
800 block of North Taylor 
Street.
 Wal-Mart Supercenter re-
ported theft less than $100 

in the 1800 block of Law-
rence Street.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
3500 block of North Grand 
Avenue.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
100 block of South Han-
cock Street.
 

Arrest Log
 Lori I. Callahan, 58, fi ve 
misdemeanor warrants.
 Cheyanne N. Hoover, 
21, three felony warrants.
 Michael D. Campbell, 
27, two misdemeanor war-
rants/unlawful restraint.
 Graciela C. Hernandez, 
38, resisting/display expired 
registration/unrestrained 
child.
 Caetano R. Castellani, 
29, two misdemeanor war-
rants

 Natalie E. Alcala, 21, pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram, 
misdemeanor warrant.
 Ivan Elias, 20, two mis-
demeanor warrants.
 Jesus Perez, 20, posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram, 
misdemeanor warrant.
 Amanda N. Romo, 39, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams.

 Brittany G. Banks, 31, 
capias: theft less than $100.
 Monty L. Jackson, 17, 
two misdemeanor warrants.
 Joshua M. Dennis, 37, 
display fi ctious license 
plate, possession of drug 
paraphernalia.
 Bryan J. Williams, 58, 
theft of property less than 
$2,500 with two or more 
previous convictions.
 Carlos L. Jones, 32, six 
misdemeanor warrants.

Gainesville Police 
Receive Reports

Muenster State Bank

Wishing everyone a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year!

Medical Specialist for Adults
Diabetes | Hypertension | Heart Disease 
IBS | Arthritis | Anxiety | Fibromyalgia 
Joint Pain | Depression | Chr nic Pain

Dr. V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine 1994, 2004, 2014

Clinical Assistant Professor at University of North Texas
Ex-Assistant Professor at University of Florida

Gold Medalist MD (India)

Monday thru Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sat & Sun by appointment

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

Medicare, Medicaid and all insurances accepted or cash pay.
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JOIN OUR ACADEMY OF COMMUNITY EDUCATION  
VISIT OUR SPRING SCHEDULE TO VIEW CLASSES AND TO LEARN HOW TO REGISTER! 

The Morrises celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary 
December 30, 2021.

WISHING YOU ALL A HAPPY, HEALTHY, 
AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

             FROM
    

        JUDGE, COOKE COUNTY COURT AT LAW 

John & Galene Morris

Pol. Adv. by Judge John Morris Campaign, 
Charles Draper, Treasurer.

Commercial & Residential

E-mail: bwinters@gvilleglassco.com

FREE MOBILE SERVICE
• Insurance Claims
• Lifetime Workmanship Guarantee
• Truck & Heavy Equipment
• All Makes and Models
• Rock Chip Repair
• Fully Insured

Shower & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors
Doors • Storefronts • Home Window 
Repair • Courteous Service • Fully 

Insured • Serving Cooke County and 
Surrounding Areas

(Continued from Page 1)

base salary will be $200,340. In 
2019, the city manager earned a 
base salary of $180,000.
 Next, the council voted 
unanimously to suspend the 
charter and, in a separate vote, 
to approve an ordinance pro-
viding for the abandonment of 
a portion of Black Hill Drive, 
providing for the conveyance to 
the abutting property owners 
and providing terms and condi-
tions of the abandonment and 
conveyance, providing for con-
sideration to be paid to the city, 

providing an eff ective date.
 “Th is is a section about a half 
block long, 310 feet long for 
Black Hill,” Sullivan said. “And 
this section actually wasn’t ever 
platted. I don’t think. Th e sur-
veyor could not fi nd a dedicat-
ed easement so this was a pre-
scriptive easement that the city 
has for this. What we’re looking 
to do is they are looking to put 
a multi-family at the east side 
of where they’re abandoning. 
Th is will sort of work like the 
Wal-Mart parking lot where 
Lawrence [Street] just sort of 
goes into the parking lot. Th is 

will sort of go on into the apart-
ment complex.”
 Sullivan noted the complex 
will be gated and emergency 
personnel will still be able to ac-
cess the property.
 Residents of an existing 
apartment complex in the vi-
cinity will also be able to uti-
lize Highway 51 or Black Hill 
Drive. “So, they still have two 
exits for safety,” Sullivan said.
 He also noted the property 
developers will pay for costs 
associated with the property, 
adding “Th is would be the next 
phase of this multi-purpose and 

multi-use development.”
 Th e city will be paid the 
$3,963 appraised value of the 
property.
 Th e council also voted to sus-
pend the charter and vote to ap-
prove an ordinance amending 
appropriations for the support, 
maintenance, building and 
improvements for the city of 
Gainesville for fi scal year from 
Oct. 1, 2021 through Sept. 30, 
2022, providing an eff ective 
date and making an open meet-
ing fi nding.
 “What this does it is four 
diff erent things,” Sullivan said. 
“One, the fi rst thing it does is 
provides $40,000 to go to the 
recirculating system at B.P. 
Douglas Park. It puts money 
in the budget creates a TIRZ, 
a Tax Increment Reinvestment 
Zone – that will be paid back 
once the TIRZ is created. Th e 
fi rst person that gets paid back 
that economic development in-
centive is the city, get paid back 
our cost. Th e next is a quiet 
zone which we all talked about 
and we voted to move forward. 
Th is goes ahead and puts it in 
the budget. Of course, half of 
that was paid by private citizens 
but this was the full amount. 
Th at is still on target to be done 
next week so we can bring that 
in the second meeting of Janu-
ary to look at. And then the last 
thing this does is allows us to 
pay down our pension liability 
by $1.45 million. 
 We have excess revenue in 
our general fund, excess rev-
enue in our water and sewer 
fund, solid waste fund. Th e 
hospital demo fund because 
we had a little over $300,000 
in that so we’re using a little bit 
from each of these funds.”
 Sullivan noted chipping 
away at the pension liability is 
“like paying down your mort-
gage early. It ultimately ends up 
saving the city money.”
 Th e council also voted unan-
imously to approve minutes of 
the Dec. 7, 2021 meeting.

City to Help Fund Splash 
Pad; Council Approves City 
Manager Salary Increase
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
From all of us here at

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Dale Lee Reiter vs. Lee-
ann Kathleen Reiter, di-
vorce.
 Cooke County et al vs. 
Cynthia Ann Hammer, tax 
cases.
 Cooke County et al vs. 
Wanda Jean Perry, tax cas-
es.
 Cooke County et al vs. 
Dortha Taylor, et al, tax 
cases.
 Cooke County et al vs. 
Bob Smith, tax cases.

Cases Decided
 Investment Retrievers, 

Inc. Vs. Phyllis Woolsey 
AKA Phyllis L. Rushing 
and Shawn D. Woolsey, 
contract, other contract.
 Th e state of Texas vs. 
2006 Chrysler Pacifi ca, 
default judgements, civil 
case related to criminal 
matter.
 Robert Wayne Buchanan 
vs. Rachel Ann Buchanan, 
agreed judgements, di-
vorce.
 Brandon Vick vs. Upter-
grove Transportation, LLC, 
fi nal judgement/non-jury, 
injury or damage with mo-
tor vehicle.
 Ventura Rincon Rodri-
guez vs. Deborah Sue Ro-
driguez, fi nal judgement, 
fi nal judgement/non-jury, 
divorce. 

 Bridget Vaunell Lott vs. 
Bradly Marvin Lott, fi nal 
judgement/non-jury, di-
vorce.
 Gary Wayne Holloway 
vs. Jo Ann Holloway, fi nal 
judgement, divorce.
 James P. Pearson, Jr. and 
Melissa L. Cox, fi nal judge-
ment/non-jury, divorce.
 Alan Lee Rohmer vs. 
Rhonda Gail Rohmer, 
agreed judgements, di-
vorce.
 Tonya Durden vs. Will 
Smith, fi nal judgement/
non-jury, protective or-
ders-no divorce.
 Landon Zaine Vaughn 
vs. the State of Texas, all 
other dispositions, civil 
case related to criminal 
matter.

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided

COOKE COUNTY – 
Property Fraud Alert is an 
online subscription service 
off ered to the public that 
allows them to have their 
name monitored within 
the County Clerk’s Offi  ce 
in order to track possible 
fraudulent recordings that 
could aff ect their property.
 Th e threat of mortgage 
fraud and identity theft 
crimes continue to rise, 
and all too often victims 
of these types of fraudu-
lent activities are unaware 
their homes or identity 
have been stolen.  While 
Property Fraud Alert does 
not prevent fraud from 
happening; it provides an 
early warning system for 
property owners to take 
appropriate actions should 
they determine possible 

fraudulent activity has tak-
en place. 
 A common property 
fraud scenario involves 
a criminal fi ling a bogus 
deed making it appear that 
the actual owner had trans-
ferred ownership of a par-
cel to someone else.  Th e 
criminal then takes that 
deed to a bank, fraudulent-
ly obtains a mortgage, and 
then disappears with a large 
amount of money. While it 
can happen to anyone, per-
petrators of property fraud 
often prey on the elderly, 
people in long term care 
facilities, absentee property 
owners and owners who 
spent large parts of the year 
out of town.
 With Property Fraud 
Alert, subscribers will be 
notifi ed when the name 

they have submitted is used 
in any recording activities 
within the Recorder’s of-
fi ce. When subscribing to 
the service, the subscriber 
will have the option to 
choose one of the follow-
ing notifi cation methods; 
E-Mail or telephone call.
 Th e best protection 
against property fraud is 
being proactive. Th is ser-
vice is easy to sign up for 
and off ers a little extra 
peace of mind with just a 
few clicks of the computer 
mouse.
 Property Fraud Alert is 
now available by subscrip-
tion on the County Clerk 
Webpage: co.cooke.tx.us/
page/cooke.county.clerk  
 Call County Clerk Pam 
Harrison at 940-668-5437 
for any questions.

County Clerk Off ers 
Consumer Protection
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 William Turner and Alma 
(Vann) Knight; brother, Van 
Knight Sr.; brother, Billy 
Knight; sister, Emma Bent-
ley; sister, Mozelle Brown; 
sister, Johnnie MacDonald; 
and brother-in-law, Ray 
Hartfi el.
Survivors
 Survivors include: wife, 
Ann Knight of Era; son, 
Kevin Knight and wife, Em-
ily of Hereford; daughter, 
Karen Knight Crowder and 
husband, Michael of Ar-
gyle; son, Keith Knight and 
wife, Shannon of McKin-
ney; grandchildren: Diane 
Knight, Richard Knight, 
Connor Knight, John 
Crowder, Collin Knight, Ja-
son Crowder, and Carson 
Knight; sister, Pat Hartfi el of 
New Braunfels; cousin, Billy 
Vann and wife, Sandy of Val-
ley View; and numerous be-
loved nieces and nephews.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to the Scottish 
Rite Hospital for Children, 
where Mr. Knight received 
treatment for clubfoot as a 
child.  https://scottishrite-
forchildren.org/
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Karin Darlene
Zaragoza

Services
 A memorial service for 
Karin Darlene Zaragoza, 71, 
of Gainesville, will be held 
at Geo. J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home, on Decem-
ber 29, 2021.  A visitation 
is scheduled for 10 AM and 
the celebration of life at 11 
AM.  Burial will take place 
at the DFW National Cem-
etery at a later date. 
History
 Karin was born at home in 
Fresno, California to James 
Roy Gustafson and Juanita 
Violet Gustafson on Febru-
ary 7, 1950.  She attended 
schools in Fresno and in 
Carson City, Nevada.  She 
received Christ as her Savior 
as a child and was fi lled with 
the Holy Spirit during her 
early teen years. 

 

Karin attended Bethany 
Bible College in Santa Cruz, 
California a little while and 
it was during her stay in 
that city that she met Louis, 
with whom she raised eleven 
children-ten natural and 
one adopted.  She became 
an LVN and worked part 
time early in the marriage.  
Karin’s deepest desire was to 
be a godly infl uence on her 
children and grandchildren 
and great grandchildren and 
to see them develop into 
men and women of God.  
She gave birth to seven of 
the children at home and 
homeschooled them all. 
 She lived to her full po-
tential without regret.  She 
was a woman of great moral 
strength, high virtue and in-
tense passion for Christ and 
her family, and she never 
wavered from her faith.  
She was a wonderful wife 
to her husband, a beauti-
ful example to her sons and 
daughters, and poured into 
her grandchildren and great 
grandchildren with fervor 
and love.
Survivors
 Karin is survived by Lou-
is, her husband of 51 years, 
and by her children: Jessica, 
Carson, Austin, Denver, 
Trenton, Lincoln, Lansing, 
Madison, Richmond, Hel-
ena, and Charleston; thirty-
three grandchildren and fi ve 
great grandchildren; and by 
her brother, Phillip.  She is 
preceded in death by her 
parents, and by two siblings: 
Dave, and Sheryl.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com. 

Barbara Dell Williams 
Barnhart

Services
Barbara Dell Williams 

Barnhart left this world 
and became a Christmas 
angel on Christmas Eve, 
December 24, 2021, which 
was fi tting because of her 
love for the Christmas sea-
son.  
 Memorial service hon-
oring Barbara Barnhart 
will be held at 2:00 pm 
on Th ursday, December 
30, 2021, First Christian 
Church, Gainesville.  A 
time of visitation will be 
held following the service 
in the fellowship hall.
History

Barbara was born in Ar-
dmore, Oklahoma in 1936 
to the late Wiley and Lillie 
Mae Williams.  Th e fam-
ily moved to Gainesville in 
1944.
 Barbara graduated from 
Gainesville High School 
in 1954.  After high school 
graduation, she worked at 
Frank Dustin Offi  ce Sup-
ply and Linda Jo Shoe com-
pany as an offi  ce assistant.  
She moved to Dallas and 
worked at Frito Lay as an 
accounting clerk.  In 1963 
she married her high school 
sweetheart, H. Mack Barn-
hart, whom she met in 
1953 when the senior girls 

taught the sophomore boys 
how to dance.  Th ey lived 
in Dallas while Mack com-
pleted SMU Law School 
and, while in Dallas, had 
their fi rst-born daughter 
Pepper.  Th ey returned to 
Gainesville in 1968 where 
Mack joined a law fi rm 
and their second daughter 
Brandi was born.
 Barbara was an active 
member in First Christian 
Church Gainesville where 
she served as a Sunday 
school teacher and on many 
committees.  She was co-
owner of the Kinder Kloset 
in downtown Gainesville 
where she enjoyed being a 
part of the merchant com-
munity.  She was a lifelong 
antique lover and collector 
and she made many cher-
ished friends searching for 
the perfect treasure.  She 
never passed up a good es-
tate, yard or garage sale.
 Mrs. Barnhart was an 
avid reader and loved to 
travel everywhere.  Some 
of her fondest memories 
were vacationing with her 
family in Colorado.  She 
lived a beautiful life as a 
mother and homemaker, 
and loved working in her 
yard, decorating for holi-
days, and cooking for her 
family.  Barbara will be re-
membered for her complete 
devotion to her family; her 
strong character, moral 
compass, sharp wit, playful 
sense of humor and, most 
of all, her gentle grace.
Survivors
 Barbara is survived by 
her husband of 58 years H. 
Mack Barnhart of Gaines-
ville; her daughter Pep-
per and husband Scotty 
MacLean of Fort Worth; 
daughter Brandi and hus-
band Barry Biffl  e, of Ni-
wot, CO.  She is also sur-
vived by three grandsons:  
Turner MacLean, Mack 
MacLean, and Banks Biffl  e.  
Barbara also leaves behind 
brothers John Williams and 
wife Barbara of Gainesville 
and Tommy Williams of 
Plano; sisters Martha and 
husband Bill Perryman of 
Gainesville and Linda and 
the late Scotty Weathersby 
of Sherman, in addition to 
many nieces and nephews.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to Ray-
mond Barnhart Lecture 
Series at the First Christian 
Church, 401 North Dixon, 
Gainesville, TX 76240 or 
Home Hospice of Cooke 
County, PO Box 936, 
Gainesville TX 76240.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Michael J. Hundt
 
Services
 Michael “Mike” Joseph 
Hundt, husband and dedi-
cated father, passed away 
December 24, 2021 in 
Flower Mound at the age 
of 72.
 A Memorial Mass is 
scheduled for 10:00 AM 
Friday, December 31, 
2021 at St. Peter’s Catho-
lic Church in Lindsay.  Th e 
family will receive friends 
following the service at 
Lindsay Park.  Arrange-

ments are under the care of 
Geo. J. Carroll & Son Fu-
neral Home.
History

Mike was born Septem-
ber 2, 1949 in Gainesville, 
Texas to Joe B. and Elfrieda 
Hundt.  He attended school 
in Lindsay and graduated 
valedictorian from Lind-
say High School.  Fasci-
nated by mathematics and 
science, he attended Rice 
University and achieved 
Magna Cum Laude honors 
with his Bachelor’s degree 
in Mechanical Engineering 
and went on to achieve his 
Master’s in the same fi eld.  
After graduation, Mike 
moved to Mountain View, 
CA and met his wife, Lexie 
Mena, during a fi ve-year 
employment with Hewlett 
Packard in Palo Alto, CA.  
Th e couple was married 
May 20, 1977 in Reno, NV 
and had their fi rst child 
before moving to Double 
Oak, TX, where they raised 
their daughters, Kristy, 
Laura, Teresa and Michelle. 
Mike spent nearly 40 years 
with STMicroelectronics in 
Carrollton, TX and is cred-
ited with dozens of patents 
in the semiconductor in-
dustry.  He also made life-
long friendships and trav-
eled extensively throughout 
his career before retiring in 
2017.
 Mike never stayed still 
and had many hobbies.  
He enjoyed road-tripping 
to and hiking in national 
and state parks.  He played 
many sports in high school, 
played intramural sports 
at Rice University, where 
he introduced volleyball, 
and coached his daughters’ 
softball teams for years. He 
loved to garden, having 
learned from his mother 
on the family farm.  Mike 
was a lifelong learner, read-
ing and sharing stories on 
a plethora of topics, with 
a particular interest in as-
tronomy.  In addition, he 
was an amateur photogra-
pher, capturing memories 
of his travels and his family.  
Mike was also a skilled car-
penter, helping several fam-
ily members build homes, 
furniture, and other wood-
working projects.
 Although he traveled the 
world and had many inter-
ests, Mike was drawn to 
the family farm in Lindsay.  
In the Hundt family since 
1902, he made many im-
provements and additions, 
with the desire to create 
a family legacy. He spent 
considerable time there af-
ter his retirement. 
 He will be fondly re-
membered for both his dry, 
sarcastic wit and his loving 
generosity.
Survivors 
 Mike is survived by his 
wife, Lexie; daughters 
Kristy Hundt, Laura Gar-
en and her husband Mi-
cheal, Teresa Hundt, and 
Michelle Hundt; grand-
children Alexis and Ca-
den Paull, Ava and Sophia 
Garen, and Ellie Hundt; 
siblings Ellen Story, Mar-
gie Bendure and her hus-
band John, Richard Hundt 
and his wife Debbie, Joe 
Hundt and his wife Sue, 
Steve Hundt, Paul Hundt 
and his wife Sandra, John 
Hundt, Minnie Hargis and 
her husband Kent; and nu-
merous nieces, nephews, 
cousins, and friends.
 Mike was preceded in 
death by his parents, Joe 
and Elfrieda (Hermes); 
brothers Jerry and Rob-
ert Hundt; brother-in-law 
Tommy Story; nephew 
Andrew Hundt; and great-
nephew Rojo Perry.
 Mike’s family wishes to 

thank his nephew Darren 
Hundt for the love and care 
shown to him, especially in 
recent months.
Donations 
 In lieu of fl owers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to the American 
Diabetes Association or the 
Pancreatic Cancer Action 
Network.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Charles Broyles

Services
 Charles Eugene Broyles, 
63, of Whitesboro, Texas 
was called to his Heavenly 
Home on Monday, Decem-
ber 20, 2021. Funeral Ser-
vices honoring Charles will 
be held at 11:00 AM on 
Th ursday, December 23, 
2021 at Meador Funeral 
Home of Whitesboro, of-
fi ciated by Rev. Derrick 
Roberts.  Interment will 
follow at Oakwood Cem-
etery in Whitesboro.  A 
time of visitation for family 
and friends will be held on 
Wednesday, December 22. 
2021 at Meador Funeral 
Home of Whitesboro from 
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM.
History
 Charles was born on Sep-
tember 15, 1958 in Hobbs 
NM. to Charles Wesley 
Broyles and Dolores Lee 
(Cortez) Broyles.  He 
graduated from Gainesville 
High School in the class of 
1977.  He married Rhonda 
Wellington on May 27, 
1978 in Whitesboro, Tex-
as.  Charles retired after 32 
years from Aviall Inc, and 
the last few years worked 
with American Sport Fish.  
He was an avid outdoors-
man, he loved to go hunt-
ing, fi shing, and camp-
ing with his family and 
he enjoyed working in his 
gardens at home.  He and 
Rhonda were members 
of Bones Chapel Baptist 
Church, attending faith-
fully together.  Charles was 
a big Dallas Cowboys fan 
and on game days, he was 
ready to cheer on America’s 
team.  He was a man with 
a really big heart, one who 
would go out of his way to 
help anyone with anything, 
but his love for his fam-
ily truly shined, he loved 
Rhonda and his boys very 
much.
Survivors
 He is survived by his 
wife, Rhonda Broyles of 
Whitesboro; son, Chad 
Broyles of Whitesboro; 
son, Brian Broyles and 
wife, Kathy of Oakridge; 
grandchildren, Collin and 
Connor O’Reilly and Al-
lison Shaw; brother, Jerry 
Broyles and wife, Lydia 
of Justin; brother, Mike 
Broyles and wife, Sandy 
of Padre Island; brother, 
Johnny Broyles and wife, 
Maria of River Front Park, 
FL.; brother, Ricky Broyles 
of Plano; sister, Connie 
Sims and husband, Greg of 
Whitesboro, sister-in-law, 
Linda Turner and Damon 
May; nephew, Johnny An-
drews and wife, Kari;  step-
father, Robert Brock and 
wife, Mary of Gainesville; 
as well as numerous nieces, 
nephews, aunts, uncles, 
and cousins.
 Charles was preceded in 
death by his son, Bradley 
Broyles, mother, Dolores 
Brock, father, Charles Bro-
yles and half-brother, Wen-
dell Broyles.
 To sign the online reg-
istry, please go to www.
meadorfuneral.com.
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DRY CLEAN SUPER CENTER
1001 E. California St • Gainesville • 940-665-0048

15th Annual

Coat Drive
Now thru December 31

Donate new or gently used coats 
Gently used coats will be cleaned by Dry Clean Super Center

If your organization wants to help in any way, 
contact Brandi at:
940-665-0048

Or email:
Hughsinc19@gmail.com

311 E. California St.
Gainesville, TX

GAINESVILLE EYE CARE

Glasses      Eye Exams      Contacts

940-668-7500

Most Glasses Ready Same Day!
www.gainesvilleeyecare.com

Dr. Kasey Warren, OD
Dr. Andrew Warren, OD

• Lowest Rates on Supplements
• Medicare Advantage Plans
• Home Health / LTC Plans
• Life Insurance

903-814-4096

WE FINANCE!

Vehicles Include Free Warranty Ask For Details!

940.665.2966

1601 Independence Ave • Gainesville, Tx
2016 Ford Expedition

2017 Chevrolet
Equinox 4 Door

2016 Ford F-150
Lariat Supercrew

BAD CREDIT.
NO CREDIT.

NO PROBLEM!

CALL
 Trey Baumeister

TODAY!

For all your HVAC Needs!
940-368-4337

Maintenance Plans
Commercial \ Residential
Single and Multi Family
Discounts for
Veterans and Seniors!
30 + years experience
License and Bonded LIC#TACLB26082E

Obituaries
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Crossword Puzzle Answers

The Weekly News of Cooke County offers classi-
fied ads for as low as $7.50 per week. Just give us 

a call at 940-665-2320 to find out how.
www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com

Caregivers needed!!! Local hearts is a non-medical home 
care business servicing Cooke, Grayson, Denton and 
Montague Counties. They provide assistance with trans-
portation, medication reminders, grooming, housekeeping 
and pre/post-op care.  Must be 18 or older, have some ex-
perience with helping seniors and providing non-medical 
home care.  Shifts may vary depending on patients needs. 
Call 940-736-0496 or email localhearts2019@gmail.com.
                                                                                                                                                   07/14

Use The Weekly News of 
Cooke County for all of 
your legal notice needs. 
We service the largest 
number of clients of ANY 
paper in the Cooke Coun-
ty Area and offer legal no-
tices of any variety with 
one low fl at rate price.  
Just give us a call at 940-
665-2320.

Help Wanted

RENAISSANCE CARE CENTER
Come Join A Team Where Everyone

Is Empowered
Our motto, for every employee at
every level is “It Starts With Me”

Make Your Career a Calling
There Is No Door Closed To Anyone

FULL TIME
$5000 SIGN ON BONUS FOR

ALL NURSING SHIFTS
$1500 SIGN ON BONUS FOR CNA

NURSE AID TRAINING & COMPETENCY 
PROGRAM

ALL POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
FULL TIME, PART TIME, PRN

8 HOUR SHIFTS
COMPETITIVE WAGE RATES & BENEFITS

Apply in Person
Renaissance Care Center

1400 Black Hill Drive
Gainesville, TX 76240

Ph: 940-665-5221

Now Hiring Equipment 
Operator with CDL and/
or CDL Driver for Local 
Construction Company. 
Competitive Pay. Good 
Hours. 940-736-4763 or 
email jcp1000@ymail.
com.
                                                                   07/28

Legal
Notices

Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                            11/03

Looking For Experi-
enced HVAC Tech. Apply 
in Person 131 CR 131, 
Gainesville. 940-668-
7129.
                                                                   12/01

Caregivers Needed - One 
on One Home Care Giver 
Needed in Gainesville 
Area for Immediate Em-
ployment with Attractive 
Hourly Wage, Call 214-
994-4683 or 940-442-
9259.
                                                                   12/29

It can heartbreaking when 
a home does not work out 
for a shelter dog but for 
Matilda here she has kept 
in such great spirits! She 
is now living in our offi ce 
area and is ready at an-
other chance for a furever 
home! She is housebroken, 
knows basic commands 
such as sit and stay, and 
she loves warm blankets. 
All Matilda needs is a nice 
place to sleep at and a ten-

nis ball and she is a happy camper. Matilda is such a 
sweet girl and we would like nothing more than for her 
to fi nd her a family this holiday season!! Matilda has 
been spayed, microchipped, and is up to date on all her 
age appropriate vaccinations, meaning she is go home 
ready today! If you are interested in adopting Matilda 
please give us a call at (940)665-9800 and we can set 
you up an appointment to come in and meet her!

Animal Adoption

Remember: The Weekly News of Cooke County runs 
found animal classifi ed word ads for FREE in an at-
tempt to help reunited the animal and the owner. For 
more information, call 940-665-2320.

Animals Found

For Sale
Hess Hay, new alfalfa, lit-
tle bales and 3x3x8s and 
little bales of coastal. 940-
665-7601.
                                                                   12/29

Split Oak, Mesquite and 
Pecan Firewood. Delivery 
Available. 940-668-8840.
                                                                   12/29

Used Appliances
Washers • Dryers • Stoves

Refrigerators • Furniture • Freezers
BUY • SELL • TRADE

Gas Stoves & Refrigerators
$99 and up

Terry: 940-634-3996

Fertilized 4x4 round bale 
coastal hay. $30-35 per 
roll. South of Gainesville 
940-641-1991.
                                                                   12/15

Frigidaire Refrigerator. 
Bought New in 2015 Ex-
cellent Condition $350 
Please Leave Message. 
940-727-8958
                                                                   12/15

Garage 
Sales

Don’t just hang signs for 
your Garage, Moving or 
Estate Sale, show it to 
the entire county! Adver-
tise them in The Weekly 
News of Cooke County 
for as little as $7.50 per 
week. Just give us a call 
at 940.665.2320 or vis-
it our website at www.
TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

Found on N Howeth St. Tabby and White Cat. Call to 
Identify. 940-736-6416.
                                                                                                                                                   07/14

(Continued from Page 1)

to approve rezone of 2.5 
acres at 101 Mt. Pleasant 
Rd. in Valley View from 
agricultural to residential 
as requested by Donald 
and Bonnie Lewis and 
Rick Melvin.
 Commissioners spent 
some time discussing the 
next item on the agenda, 
a rezone of 20 acres in the 
200 block of Blackjack 
Road at Bloomfi eld Road 
in Valley View from agri-
cultural to residential as re-
quested by Clint Whipple.
 During a public hear-
ing regarding the rezone, 
Bloomfi eld Road resident 
John Nowell spoke against 
the change.
 “I am here to speak in 
opposition, at least at this 
time, to approval of this re-
quest,” Nowell said, adding 
he believes one of the main 
goals during the forma-
tion of the Lake Ray Rob-
erts Planning and Zoning 
Commission was to “main-
tain the rural character of 
the area around the lake.”
 “I am kind of having a 
hard time understanding 
why the proposed two 
and a half acre lots, right 
in the middle of what is 
largely a rural area, fi ts in 

with that vision,” he said, 
adding larger parcels of 
land with homes situated 
farther from the road were 
more in keeping with the 
original landowners’ vi-
sion.
  He also said he has con-
cerns about wear and tear 
on the county’s roads and 
the potential for increased 
crime as the population 
surges in the area.
 Bill Coleman also ad-
dressed the court, noting 
he is overseeing platting 
issues on behalf of Clint 
Whipple.
 “Several of the issues 
that were brought up by 
Mr. Nowell have been ad-
dressed in the [platting] 
process,” Coleman said. 
“Th e design standards, of 
course, will exceed mini-
mum standards of the 
county. Th ere is a draft 
copy of restrictions and 
regulations being circu-
lated among the design 
team, and we are looking 
into that. Same thing with 
the drainage study… Th e 
way this generally works 
is fi rst you must be given 
permission to proceed by 
converting the land from 
agricultural to residential. 
Second is the preliminary 
plat which is also on the 
agenda today which shows 
the general layout and 
proposal for the area. Th e 
fi nal plat includes a drain-
age study, conversations 
with the county engineers, 
things like that to address 
all of these items that were 
brought up.”
 Coleman also said devel-
opment of the property is 
“not going to proceed very 
quickly.”
 “Th e idea behind this is 
to set aside a certain area of 
the ranch that can be used 
for residential in the future 
if needed,” he said.
 “I understand all of your 
concerns,” Snuggs said. 
“But what happens is, 
Texas values the landowner 
rights so much we can’t re-
strict what people can do 
with their land. Th ey have 
to follow our procedures 
which luckily you are in 
one of 12 places in Texas 
that there are rules. If they 
were a thousand feet to the 
north, they could build 
one-acre lots with no over-
sight from us.”
 He said Cooke County 
has some of the most strin-

gent zoning ordinances in 
Texas. “I understand the 
concern, but we have to 
follow the letter of the law 
too,” Snuggs said. “Our 
governing body only has 
so much power…we will 
make sure that they follow 
all of our guidelines and 
our rules.”
 Commissioners unani-
mously approved the re-
zone for the 20 acres and 
the preliminary plat ap-
plication for the eight lots 
known as “Bison Run” on 
Blackjack Road.
 Th e commissioners also 
unanimously approved a 
reduction of speed limit to 
35 on the length of Coun-
ty Road 314 and County 
Road 323 in Precinct 3 
and acceptance of $20,000 
from Jeff  Isbell to chip and 
seal Morrow Road from 
FM 922 to Isbell’s drive-
way in Pct. 2.
 Th e commissioners vot-
ed to approve the addition 
of fi ber optics for the adult 
and juvenile probation of-
fi ces. Th e Nortex upgrades 
come at no cost to the 
county and are not expect-
ed to interrupt service dur-
ing the upgrade process, 
Starnes noted.
 Th e court also took no 
action on an agenda item 
which would allow Cooke 
County EMS to use Health 
Resources and Services Ad-
ministration grant money 
in the amount of $77,350 
to pay stipends to 36 EMS 
employees.
 EMS Director Kevin 
Grant said he hopes the 
one-time stipends will in-
centivize his staff  members 
to remain employed with 
the county.
 “EMS and healthcare 
workers are leaving [their 
jobs] in droves because 
of the pandemic,” Grant 
said. “Th ey’re burned out. 
Th ey’re tired…and it con-
tinues… We have a good 
team, but I want to make 
sure that we can keep that 
team.” 
 Grant said the stipends 
would likely be between 
$1,500 and $1,700 per 
employee.
 Th e stipend item is ex-
pected to be on the agenda 
for the next regular meet-
ing. In the meantime, 
human resources-related 
information will be ob-
tained.
 Th e commissioners also 

took no action on sound-
proofi ng for the district 
courtroom.
 Th ey approved an Eikon 
agreement for consulting 
services regarding the Kress 
building and a Motorola 
change order as part of the 
county radio communica-
tion system project.
 No action was taken on 
various grant funds.
 Th e commissioners ap-
proved a consent agenda 
which included the follow-
ing items.
 Minutes from previous 
meeting.
 Departmental reports for 
County Attorney, Novem-
ber; Delinquent Tax Col-
lections, November; Tax 
Assessor-Collector, No-
vember.
 Fiscal Year 2021 budget 
amendments.
 Fiscal Year 2022 budget 
amendments.
 Payment of monthly 
bills.
 Payroll and related ex-
penses.
 Road Bore Agreement 
with Woodbine Special 
Utility District for bore 
across CR 297 in Pct. 2.
 Donation from Friends 
of Cooke County Library 
in the amount of $60 for 
miscellaneous expenses for 
the library.
 Acceptance of in-kind 
donation from the Friends 
of the Cooke County  Li-
brary in the amount of 
$348 for a one-year sub-
scription to HootSuite so-
cial media platform to aid 
in the library’s social media 
posts.
 Library application for 
Nora Roberts Foundation 
grant.
 Acceptance of additional 
insurance settlement of 
$8,235 for the sheriff ’s of-
fi ce 2018 Chevrolet Tahoe 
which was totaled in an 
Oct. 11, 2021 crash.
 Indigent cremation of 
two individuals.
 Notice from IRS of stan-
dard mileage reimburse-
ment rate for calendar year 
2022 at $.585 eff ective Jan. 
1, 2022 being a $.025 in-
crease from 2021.
 Letter of Engagement 
with Freese & Nichols for 
review of the proposed 
Prairie Grove Ranch devel-
opment in Pct. 2.
 All commissioners and 
the county judge were 
present for the meeting.

County Courthouse Dome 
Clock to Get New Lighting
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The Weekly News
                   of Cooke County

We are the
best bang

for your buck.

Kaitlyn Sararo
Traveling Notary 
Public of Texas
940-736-0225

Classifi ed Ads for 
as low as $7.50 per 

week.

940.665.2320

Rocking D 
Trucking

Backhoe/Skid Steer Service
Driveways

Rock/Dirt Hauling
Pads Built

Land Clearing and
Gradework

Over 25 Years Experience
940-736-6111
940-736-3843

The Weekly News
Classifi ed ads for as low 

as $7.50 /week.
940.665.2320

The Weekly News
“We are the best bang for your buck!”

Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
              

Real Estate

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Lawn Mower Service. Tree Trimming.
Call 940-580-8434 or 940-284-0410.

Chris Sleigh  (940) 514-4092
Interior/Exterior Painting • Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry • Stone Walkways

Drywall • Power Washing

Licensed & Insured

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                   07/28

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • 940.612.1898

We now crack, buy
and sell pecans

in addition to our everyday, quality 
pool service and supplies.

We Crack Pecans!

Apartment For Lease

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT
422 S Lindsey St

A & B
1516 E Garnett

Dixon Apts
Shady Glen Apts.
Lynnwood Apts.

Shadowood
Townhomes 
826 N Main
(Muenster)

Cooke County Quality 
Home Improvements

940-668-0678

As of January 1, 2022, we will no longer 
have a Master Plumber working for us. 

Please still give us a call for any other
Home Improvement needs!

Estate
For Sale

Life Estate for Sale – 530 
acres in Southern Okla-
homa $260,000. Use only 
not purchase. Call 940-
727-8847 or email lifes-
tate@yahoo.com.
                                                                                   07/28
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Cooke County United Way would like to thank everyone 
who donated toward the 2022 Campaign. We would like 
to give special recognition to the following businesses 

and award recipients. BECAUSE of YOU we were able to 
reach our goal, making Cooke County a better community
Chisam Trail Awards:
Mary & G.C. Ellis

Scout Awards:
Ryan C. Morris 
Tim Turbeville
Frank Morris
Mitchell M. Shauf
Sandra (Susie) Shauf

Wagon Master Awards:
Steven Starnes
Don and Teresa Metzler
Lloyd Reiter
Brian W. McCain
Patrick Schully 
Curtis Groves 
Darlene Roy
Cynthia Howell
Gina Craigie
Chad & Cheryl Shauf
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Warden 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack & Janice Thies
Mr. & Mrs. Jay & Marcy Titus
J. Joel Wilhite
Joey Anderson
Douglas Gantt

Wagon Driver Awards:
John “Jody” Henry
John Morris
Shauna Clark
Jennifer McPherson
Kelly Corbett
Christine Bryan
Candice Moore
Donna Mosman
Jennifer Orr
Jameson Preston
Steven Sims
Starla Terry
Paige Cooney
Debra Cox
Stacie Evans
Paula Garner
Brittney Lee
Keela Myers Stobaugh
Gayle Loch
Russell Moon
Kimberly Parker 
Lisa Bezner
Tammi Crowsey
Laure Kuykendall
Kevin Sebade
Eric Holquin
Christi Reed
Wayne and Cammi 
Polly Boone
Lora Saikin
Larry Stewart
Mitch Creed
Neil Hesse
John Walterscheid

Malony Bartush (and John)
Chance Huddleston
Scott Hermes
Kari Hutcherson
Chisam Hoedebeck
Crystal King
Philip Neelley
Tracy Ramsey
James Sasser
Billy Smith
Austin Erdenberger
Allison Tunheim
Harvery Hubbard
Melissa Derheim
Phillip Ray
George Bigelow
Janice Williams
Becky Wilson
Craig & Pam Lamkin
Glenna Metzler
Brent & Kathy Reed
Kimberly Mellinger
Leaha Sweeney
Mark & Susan Metzler
Jesse & Bernice Cason
North Texas Marine
Mr. & Mrs. W.G. Nelson
Terri Wilhite
Robbie Baugh
Debbie Sharp
William F Turner
Chris McNamera
Ronnie & Renae Hughes
Tommy Lee
Brian Szymanski
Bhupinder S. Khaira M.D. 

Small Business Awards:
Muenster State Bank
First United Bank
Kinne’s Jewelers
Reedy, Ballard, & Keller, P.C.
Community Lumber
Klement Ford Muenster
Main Street Mercantile 

Arley Daurity Award:
Nortex Communications
First State Bank

Presidential Award:
API (Advanced Pedestals Inc.)
North Texas Medical Center
Callisburg High School
Muenster ISD
Michaele Ann Bryson, M. Ed, LPC
Acme Cleaners
Adams, Bennett, Duncan & Henley 
Attorneys
Callisburg Elementary School
Callisburg Middle School
Castrol Premium Lube Express
Chicken Express of Gainesville

Comb & Shears Family Salon
Cottage Beauty Shoppe, Inc
D Max Cinema
Edward Jones - Morgan Henderson
Ernest Martin, DDS
Family 1st Care
Gehrig Hardware
Grand Ave. Animal Clinic
Grand Central
Hennigan Auto Parts, Inc.
Hutcherson Ins. Agency
Kiwanis Club of Muenster
Klement Ford Company
Klement Investments
M & W Oil Field Supply Co.
Main Street Mercantile
North Texas Marine
Otts Home Furnishings
Physical Therapy Center
Still on the Corner
Wilhite Land Surveying Inc.
Schalk & Smith, CPAs
Gainesville ISD

Community Excellence Award:
Callisburg Middle School
Muenster State Bank
Nortex Communications
First United Bank
Callisburg Elementary School 

Gold Award:
First State Bank
Wilhite Land Surveying Inc. 
PenTex Energy
Callisburg High School

Silver Award:
Reedy, Ballard & Keller, P.C. 

Bronze Award:
CASA of North Texas

Pacesetter Award:
Company Name
API 
Callisburg ISD
City of Gainesville
Of  ces of Cooke County
First State Bank
First United Bank
Gainesville ISD
Molded Fiber Glass Company of Texas
Muenster ISD
Muenster State Bank
Nortex Communications
North Central Texas College
North Texas Medical Center
PenTex Energy
PNA/ Petro  ex
Safran Seats US
Select Energy Services
Trident Processing Systems


